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  Try This Now

How do we transform the “seniors” and “other” classifications into 
“juniors”?

If you said something to the effect that 5 = 3 and 4 = 3, you are on the right track.
This new variable will have juniors, seniors, and others in one value (3), but you 

also have to specify the original values you had for sophomores (2s) and first year 
students (1’s). If you don’t do this, your new variable will be a column where only 3s 
are listed; no one else will have a value (they would have empty cells for Class Year 
for this new variable). Thus, you need to specify the new values for every class year 
(level), even those that don’t change (see Figure 10.15). We specify what the old value 
is (under Old Value), specify what the new value is (under New Value), and then click 
on “Add” in the Old → New box. Please note that when we click on the last Add (for 
“1”), we will have specified ALL of the class year values, but our new variable will have 
only 3s, 2s, and 1s. It is important to remember that all values (even the ones you are 
not changing) need to be specified for the new variables.

FIGURE 10.15	 Changing Old to New Values for Class Year


